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1. The humanitarian crisis in Somalia remains among the largest, most protracted 
and most complex emergencies in the world today. About 731,000 Somalis face 
acute food insecurity despite improvements in some areas due to the contribution of 
good October to December rains, improved commercial flow in southern and central 
regions and the delivery of humanitarian assistance. A further 2.3 million people are 
on the verge of slipping into acute food insecurity, bringing the number of people in 
need to 3 million. Internally displaced people make up 76 per cent of the people in 
acute food security.  
 

2. Acute malnutrition levels remain high. There are about 203,000 acutely 
malnourished children who require emergency nutrition supplement, access to clean 
water, sanitation infrastructure and better hygiene. About 38,000 children are severely 
malnourished and need medical treatment and therapeutic food to survive. 
Vaccinations to curb the current measles outbreak and eradicate polio will need to be 
sustained to reduce mortality among children and increase the extremely low 
vaccination coverage of only 30 per cent. The under-five mortality rate in Somalia is 
the fourth highest in the world. 

 
3. The precarious situation is against a backdrop of some of the lowest 

humanitarian and development indicators in the world. About 1.7 million school-
age children do not go to school; one in 12 women die in childbirth; one in every 10 
Somali children die before their first birthday; only one in three Somalis has access to 
safe water. Humanitarian assistance continues to be required to save lives and to 
strengthen the resilience of the Somali people in order to break cycles of crisis.  

 

4. The outlook for 2015 remains worrisome. Early response to early warnings has 
mitigated the worst impact of the crisis, especially in the second half of 2014. There 
have been some improvements in food security in the north where rainfall has been 
above normal. Southern and central regions have also seen improvements, but 
continue to be the epicentre of the crisis. The sobering reality is that it only takes a 
small shock for Somalia to reverse important progress. One failed rainy season, 
increased insecurity or reduced access is enough to push the humanitarian situation 
into emergency. Continued efforts are required to meet the needs of those most 
vulnerable and build communities resilience to shock.  

 

5. About 1.1 million people are internally displaced in Somalia and highly vulnerable 
to natural hazards, food insecurity, disease outbreaks, exploitation and abuse. Forced 
evictions impacted over 30,000 displaced people in 2014 and gender-based violence 
is widespread. There is an urgent need to pursue durable solutions to displacement 
and the consequences of this, including lack of access to basic services, extreme 
poverty and high dependence on humanitarian assistance. Conditions in Somalia are 
not conducive for large-scale refugee returns. An estimated 1 million Somali refugees 
remain hosted in the Horn of Africa and Yemen-region. A Tripartite Agreement 
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between the governments of Kenya and Somalia, and the UN refugee agency, 
UNHCR, was signed in November 2013 to govern the safe, dignified and voluntary 
repatriation of Somali refugees living in Kenya and to ensure the right to protection in 
countries of asylum.  
 

6. Delivering aid continues to be difficult and dangerous. The prevailing volatile 
security situation and longstanding access challenges have not deterred human-
itarians from striving to provide assistance to vulnerable people, and delivering in all 
18 regions of Somalia in 2014. However, many people in need continue to be beyond 
our reach and key supply routes by road must be secured for commercial traffic and 
humanitarian aid in southern and central Somalia to relieve the pressure isolated 
communities are currently experiencing due to food shortages. While the situation has 
eased since July 2014, food prices are still above the five-year average.  

 
7. Humanitarian funding must be maintained in 2015. To sustain the humanitarian 

response and continue to reach vulnerable communities, the humanitarian community 
requires US$863 million. Ensuring that this year’s Humanitarian Appeal is adequately 
supported and resourced is essential if we are to continue to provide life-saving 
assistance and meet our commitments to the Somali people. Close to 600,000 
vulnerable Somalis are at risk of no longer receiving food assistance from June, 
nearly 350,000 as early as February. Fundraising also continues to cover the shortfall 
that left 1.5 million people without primary health-care services in 2014, including 
300,000 children under 5 years of age. It is an essential prerequisite to continue to do 
everything we can to prevent an escalating humanitarian crisis that could undermine 
state-and peace-building gains. 
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